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CALLING ALL LEICESTERSHIRE FOODIES 
Food businesses from all over the county are being encouraged to get involved in this year’s Leicester and Leicestershire Food Fortnight – which will take place between 22 September and 7 October 2012. 

This initiative which aims to raise the profile of the diverse range of food and drink on offer in the region, is looking for food businesses and organisations large and small – to get involved in the programme of events, which includes tastings, farmers’ markets, food fairs, classes, demonstrations and talks by expert foodies.
If you have a food or drink business or a club or organisation, either in Leicester City or within the County, this is a great opportunity to raise the profile of your business and become one of the Leicester and Leicestershire’s Food Fortnight Hero’s.
We are also looking for foodie experts to come forward – if you have an interesting job or a passionate hobby which involves Leicestershire food and you would like to give a small talk to group or club, please let us know.  You might enjoy foraging for your supper and could show other people how to do it safely; you might make cider from local Leicestershire apples or have a community allotment project and what to encourage more people to take part.  Whatever it is, please tell us about it. 

“The Leicester and Leicestershire Food Fortnight is all about establishing our city, county  and individual towns, as a centre of excellence for food and drink – locally, nationally and internationally and promoting its value,” says Mrs Lesley Pendleton, CC, Chairman of the Leicestershire Rural Partnership
“We want to increase tourism opportunities within the county and encourage people all over Great Britain to sample what we have to offer within our region.

Supporting our food and drink businesses and encouraging consumers to shop locally and buy Leicestershire produce is an important part of the Food Fortnight, and this year the special theme is about championing Leicestershire food and drink as The Best of British.  

2
“We have an excellent range of restaurants, farm shops, cafes, delis and independent food producers as well as three very special geographically protected foods, The Melton Mowbray Pork Pie, Blue Stilton and White Stilton – which on their own are three very good reasons to be proud,” says Andrew Bacon, Chairman of the Leicester and Leicestershire Enterprise Partnership.
The programme of events will be put together over the summer and anyone interested in including their own event, should be encouraged to get in touch with the organisers Silver Pear Communications on 01476 8779215 or email rachel@silverpearcommunications.co.uk.

The Leicester and Leicestershire Food Fortnight has been running since 2008 and each year, the event gathers more momentum – as food businesses from all over the region get involved. It is completely free to take part and businesses will be offered help in publicising their events, as well as help and advice in deciding the type of event which might be most successful.  

The programme of events running across the Leicester and Leicestershire Food Fortnight will be publicised on the www.goleicestershire.com and www.oakleaves.org.uk websites and it will culminate in the annual East Midlands Food & Drink Festival to be held at The Cattle Market, Melton Mowbray on Saturday and Sunday 6-7 October www.eastmidlandsfoodfestival.co.uk for further information.  

For Further Information Please Contact: Rachel Dorsett, Silver Pear Communications

01476 879215 / 07584 166629
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